Opinion: With 35 Scudder Ave. purchase,
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Felicia Penn hit the mark in her Oct. 1 letter to the editor (“Barnstable could learn
from Brewster, acquire 35 Scudder Ave.”). The current Hyannis Resort and
Conference Center/Twin Brooks Golf Course property represents a once-in-alifetime opportunity to secure significant open space, for environmental
preservation and recreation, and essential attainable housing options.
The former chair of the planning board laid out in detail how an eminent domain
acquisition of the entire 54.54-acre property would satisfy the goals of the town’s
Open Space and Recreation Plan and its Housing Production Plan, both the
product of citizen and staff input. Sacrificing the 40 unpaved acres now devoted to
the Twin Brooks Golf Course to build 312 housing units, as LMC proposes, is

short-sighted given the relative lack of open space south of Route 28 in Hyannis.
It’s especially inappropriate given the possibility of subsequent conversion of the
adjacent resort and conference center buildings to housing and other uses.

Barnstable, both its leadership and citizenry, have often been more reactive than
proactive while other communities have forged ahead with initiatives on housing
and wastewater infrastructure. The example of Orleans is instructive: after a
process that fully engaged sometimes contentious stakeholders, that town has
invested tens of millions of dollars to clean its waters while at the same time
voting hundreds of thousands of dollars for an affordable housing trust that has
been aggressive in identifying projects such as the conversion of the former Cape
Cod 5 operation center to 62 units of rental housing. The property at 35 Scudder is
another such opportunity. Town control of the site is essential.
Felicia Penn praised Brewster for its recent purchase of the Cape Cod Sea Camps
properties, 121 acres in all, for $26 million, a wise investment that will allow the
town to control its future uses. A planning process with widespread public input
will determine what happens next. That is the kind of opportunity Barnstable must
seize here to address a variety of pressing public needs.
In the Oct. 5 Cape Cod Times, Wesley Finch of The Finch Group, which owns the
Hyannis Resort and Conference Center and the Twin Brooks Golf Course,
speculated that the entire property is likely worth around $20 million. True fair
market value will be determined by appraisals, but that number is a starting point
for negotiations.
Public participation in planning the future of this essential property is a must.
Citizens will have an opportunity to hear about a variety of development options
for 35 Scudder on Nov. 8 at 5:30 p.m., when the town’s Land Acquisition and
Preservation Committee will devote its meeting to the topic. Until then, please
take the time to become familiar with the location and its potential.

