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GRASS-ROOTS GROUP FILES COMMENTS TO PRESERVE 40-ACRE GREENSPACE 

HYANNIS, MA – Save Twin Brooks, Inc. is a grassroots non-profit whose members seek to preserve for our 
community the nearly 40-acre Twin Brooks Golf Course site — the last large open green space in Hyannis Village.  
Comments were filed today with the Massachusetts Environmental Policy Act Office (MEPA) regarding the proposed 
development of a 312-unit, 510-bedroom apartment complex on the site. The comments raise serious concerns about 
the location of this project and its impacts on our natural environment and human community. 

Included in the comments are: 

§ A proposal for a 40-acre public parkland for Hyannis and its visitors on the last large open space surrounded by 
wetlands in Hyannis; 

§ The adverse impacts on the environment, traffic, and underserved communities from the proposed 510-bedroom 
apartment complex; and 

§ Minimal recurring net revenues to Town of Barnstable and overstated economic benefits.     

“Twin Brooks is a treasure of open green space, forest, and wetlands, rich with wildlife and the potential to provide 
needed parkland in our community,” said Karen “Kim” McGuire, President of Save Twin Brooks. “In the context of 
the bigger picture, we envision a community in need not only of housing but also of parkland and protected natural 
environment. Hyannis lacks large public parkland near Environmental Justice populations and our other 
neighborhoods. Replacing 8.7 acres of open space with buildings, driveways, paved paths, and other hardscape 
would forever foreclose our ability to satisfy this need for open land, not only for recreation but also to keep down our 
heat footprint and sequester carbon emissions. 

Save Twin Brooks does not oppose new housing. We do not need to add it in a single, massive array of more than a 
dozen three-story, 47-foot-high rectangular boxes that occupy prime open space that is adjacent to environmentally 
sensitive protected wetlands. This is not an affordable housing project, other than the 10% set aside required in all 
new multifamily projects,” added Ms. McGuire.   

After a careful analysis of the developer’s Environmental Notification Form filed with MEPA, Save Twin Brooks 
believes that the proposed Emblem Hyannis project would: 

§ Deprive the Hyannis community of its last large open green space near the heart of town; 
§ Dramatically increase vehicle traffic in an already overtaxed area, affecting Environmental Justice populations as 

well as those immediately adjacent; 
§ Not generate significant sustained net economic benefits to the Town; 
§ Eliminate the natural connection between nearby neighborhoods, impacting the habitat and movement of wildlife; 
§ Increase impervious development and heat footprint and reduce carbon sequestration; 
§ Rest on questionable assumptions regarding wildlife, nitrogen discharge, and vehicle usage; 
§ Not represent Cape Cod aesthetic and cultural values, both in scale and design. 
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About Twin Brooks 

The Twin Brooks site comprises nearly 40 acres of land 
forming a triangle, with the north side paralleling and 
connecting to Scudder Avenue near the West End 
Rotary and the other two, longer sides bordered by the 
natural streams Stewart’s Creek and Joshua’s Brook, 
which converge at the southern point to form a tidal 
estuary that, in around 2,000 feet, feeds into Lewis 
Bay/Nantucket Sound under Ocean Avenue. Wildlife 
abounds on the site and in surrounding areas, and Twin 
Brooks acts as a natural bridge connecting the forested 
neighborhoods off Greenwood Avenue to the west and 
Sea Street to the east. It is located just south of 
designated Environmental Justice populations, who 
have little access to public parklands and green space. 

MEPA onsite visit at Twin Brooks. 
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